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Background

Starting point: Germany is a federal structured 
country
Responsibilities for Environmental information
– Some on the national level
– Many on the regional level 

• On the level of the German states (“Länder”)
– Some on the municipal level

• Example: nature conservation in many German states

Environmental Information 
– are spread over all levels of administration
– Are very heterogeneous
– There was no common access point for the public
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Solution: PortalU®

PortalU®: German Environmental Information Portal
Common access point to environmental information
– of the federal government
– of the federal German states
– In future: of the local authorities

Common access to all kind of information:
– Websites
– Maps
– Datasets
– Metadata

Support the Implementation of 
– the European Environmental Information Directive
– the INSPIRE Directive
– In future: SEIS (decision of the standing committee for 

environmental information systems)
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Organization

Administrative agreement between
– the federal government
– the 16 German federal states (“Länder”)

Exist
– Since 1996 for metadata (UDK)
– Since 2003 advanced to all kind of environmental 

information (PortalU®)
Managed by the coordination center PortalU
– Located in Hannover (Lower Saxony)
– Staff of 5 persons
– Financed by the federal government and the federal 

German states 
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TransferDiscovery

Visualization

PortalU
One-Stop Portal

Web-Content
(Web Sites, Documents)

> 2.000.000

Metadata
> 500.000

Data
(Maps, Monitoring Data)
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Public 
Information 
- Viewer -

Interfaces

Web-Content
Web-Sites, Documents

Metadata Metadata Data Data

PortalU

INSPIRE Meta Search 
Engines

SEIS
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Best practice approach

European Level

National Level National Level National Level

Regional Level Regional Level Regional Level

Municipal Level Municipal Level Municipal LevelMunicipal Level



www.portalu.de

www.kst.portalu.de

kst@portalu.de


