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You are worried about the state of your environment ?

• Suppose: There is a 
new road construction
project right through
your neighborhood

• How will you (your
house) be affected?

• How will the
environment, animals
etc. be affected?

• Evolved planning
processes

• Lots of informaiton/data
available



Get yourself informed !

• You may not know it, BUT: 
You have the legal right to get
access to this information!
Since 2003: 
EU Environmental
Information Directive

• Free access to (almost) all 
environmental information

• Every public authority that
maintains environmental
information is required to 
answer your request within
4 weeks (!)

EU Environmental Information Directive
(Directive 2003/4/EC)



Being informed is your right

• EU-requirements: 
environmental information should be
made accessible
– in a systematic way, 
– easy to understand, 
– easy to access

• Objectives:
more public participation through
better information
(Aarhus Convention)

• Recommended:
use of electronic media 
(Internet, Web)

• Implementation-strategy:



Access to environmental information is easy

• New information portal: 
online since 29.5.2006

• Successful cooperation: 
federal government + federal
states in Germany work together

• Long-term project:
non-commercial, but financing
secured thorugh official inter-
agency agreement

• Human ressources:
5 experts in 
Coordination Center PortalU
(Environment Ministry of Lower
Saxony, Hannover) 

www.portalu.de



A one-stop-shop for environmental information

Idea: One central access point for all government-owned
environmental information in Germany

Databases Data-Catalogs
(„Metadata“)

UDK 
Environmental Data Catalog

Web pages



A user-friendly online portal



Search…



… in web-pages, databases, and catalogs

Webpages

Data Catalog

Databases/Catalogs



Get the latest environmental news



Monitor your environment



Explore environmental topics



Where are we, where do we want to be?

Status quo:
• More than 120 federal- and state agencies covered, 
• Approx. 1 Mio webpages and database-records indexed,
• Comprehensive coverage on the national and regional level,

Future goals:
• Include more information (more sites, more databases, more data

from the local level)
• Increase knowledge about PortalU

• currently used mainly by public administration
• BUT: PortalU is for everybody !
• „average citizens“, journalists, NGOs, students,
• planned: kids-portal, more community involvement



Conclusions

• With PortalU (www.portalu.de), YOU can
– browse government web-pages, databases and catalogs for environmental

information throughout Germany
– find official documents, legal texts, digital maps as well as comprehensive

background information on environmental topics
– identify people to contact, 
– obtain information about the current state of your environment (monitoring

data) 
– read the latest environmental news
– be sure that all the information is from reliable sources (public agencies) 

• PortalU is free of charge and open to everybody
• PortalU is a „sustainable“ project (long-term, continuous improvement)

• Try it out (www.portalu.de) and send us your opinion !
• Use it for your work, tell other people (collegues/students/friends) !

Note: English version is there, but not full content



Contact

www.portalu.de

www.kst.portalu.de

kst@portalu.de


