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Outline

Part 1 (Thomas Vögele):
• Legal and organizational setting of the project „PortalU“
• Main features of PortalU
• Requirements for software

Part 2 (Fred Kruse)
• Properties of the InGrid Software
• Software architecture (overview)
• Interfaces (Data Source Client (DSC), XML interfaces) 
• Future developments
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Portal to government-owned information

• New information portal: 
online since 29.5.2006

• Combined forces:
integrates gein and UDK

• Central access point: 
the central portal to government-
owned environmental
information/data in Germany 

• Successful cooperation: 
federal government + federal
states together

• Driven by EU-legislation: 
tool to implement EU 
environmental information directive
(2003/4/EC, Aarhus Convention)

www.portalu.de
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Functional layout
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One-stop search function
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Web-pages, databases, metadata together

Webpages

Metadata

Data Catalogs (CSW)
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Browse metadata
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Display data sets



EnviroInfo 2006, September 6 to 8  2006, Graz

Environmental news room
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Up-to-date environmental monitoring data
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Direct access to environmental topics
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Where are we, where do we want to be?

Status quo:
• More than 120 federal and state agencies covered, 

BUT: many still missing
• Approx. 1 Mio webpages and database-records indexed,

BUT: there are more databases out there
• Comprehensive coverage on the national and regional level,

BUT: No coverage on the local level so far

Near to mid-term goals:
• Get all federal and state public authorities on board
• Include more relevant databases
• Include environmental information on the local level (municipalities)
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Software requirements

What was needed is a portal-software that

• is flexible enough to fulfill different data-provider needs, 
• can be used to set up a number of different information-network

architectures
• allows for easy integration of external data sources

(e.g. databases)
• supports user-friendly online data-entry (metadata)
• can be re-used at low cost

• by federal states in Germany
• by municipalities, communities
• by potential project partners in other EU countries !


