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PortalU – A New Nationwide Portal to 

Environmental Information in Germany
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Portal to government-owned information

• Brand-new: 
online since 29.5.2006

• Central access point: 
central information portal of the
environmental administration in 
Germany 

• Cooperation: 
federal government + federal states
together

• Driven by EU-legislation: 
tool to implement EU-directive
2003/4/EC and (eventually) INSPIRE

• Many data sets: 
over 1.000.000 webpages, database
entries, metadata records (UDK)

• Many participants: 
today more than 120 administrative 
bodies, in the future all administrative 
bodies with environmental information

www.portalu.de
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Functional layout
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Up-to-date environmental monitoring data
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Up-to-date environmental monitoring data
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Direct access to environmental topics
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Central search functionality
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Web-pages, databases, metadata together

Globally ranked
result-list
(web-pages, 
metadata records)

Databases, 
data catalogs
(CSW)
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Browse metadata
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Display maps (WMS)
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PortalU and INSPIRE

PortalU, the geoportal: 
• central access to distributed

(CSW) data catalogs
• search, browsing of metadata
• display of maps (WMS)  

PortalU, the geodata-broker:
• integration of distributed data

catalogs
• data provider to NSDI / ESDI 

through CSW interface
• central (geo)data provider for

a number of INSPIRE 
thematic areas

CSW 2.0

CSW 2.0

GDI-DE
INSPIRE

Data
Catalog

Data
Catalog

Data
Catalog
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Our coordinates

Thank you very much for your attention! 

You‘ll find PortalU at: 
www.portalu.de

For information about the Coordination Center:
www.kst.portalu.de

Contact us at:
kst@portalu.de


