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Umweltdatenkatalog (UDK)

1990: 
European Directive concerning „free access

of the citizens to environmental information“

Problem:
Who has where what kind of information?



Umweltdatenkatalog (UDK)

• 1991: starting the UDK R&D-project (until 1995)
• since 1993: UDK co-operation between Austria and 

Germany
• since 1996: administrative agreement between the 

german federal level and 13 (of 16) Bundesländer 

• UDK-Thesaurus co-ordination centre (Vienna) 

• UDK co-ordination centre (Hannover)



Registration of Metadata

1999:

Austria: 12,000 records
Germany: 9,000 records

Austria: one common catalogue
Germany: specific catalogues for the federal level
and each Bundesland



User requirements

1998 / 99: Re-Design of UDK applications

User requirement analysis

• WWW-UDK 4.0 for retrieval

• WinUDK 4.0 for registration and retrieval



WWW-UDK 4.0

• Retrieval Tool for publication in the Web

• Developed by Forschungszentrum Informatik (FZI), 
Karlsruhe (July 98 - March 99)

• HTML-UDK: Basic functions based on pure HTML 

• Java-UDK: Advanced Retrieval with Java applets



HTML-UDK



HTML-UDK



HTML-UDK



Java UDK

• Navigator through the database

• Geographical Search (GeoView)

• Navigation using a Thesaurus (GenThes)

See Poster session:

GenThes: A General Thesaurus Browser for Web-based 
Catalogue Systems 
Ralf Kramer et al, Forschungszentrum Informatik (FZI)



PC version UDK 4.0

• Windows software (stand alone or C/S) by BVG mbH

• 32bit, developed with VB 5.0

• designed for data input and retrieval

• Decentralized Metadata collection and maintenance

• Retrieval tools: 
UDK-Explorer, Thesaurus-Navigator, Geographical search

Software presentation


